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Message from the Interim Director

The Workplace Law Program at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law is a vibrant academic
program that capitalizes on Denver Law’s existing strengths: our numerous labor and employment faculty teaching
and writing in the area, alumni practicing in the field, and students committed to this practice of law. 
  
As the fall semester comes to a close, we look back on a memorable visit in September by Seth Harris, U.S.
Department of Labor Deputy Secretary and the program’s second Keynote Speaker. As you will see below, our
students are gaining invaluable experience as they participate in outstanding externship and clinical opportunities.
Our program faculty gains valuable expertise with the addition of Professor Beto Juárez, former dean of the law
school, who will teach Employment Discrimination Law next semester. We welcome Beto’s participation in the WPL
Program, where he joins, among others, Dean Martin Katz, Associate Dean Catherine Smith, and the holder of the
law school’s Chair in Modern Learning, Professor Roberto Corrada. In January, we welcome back our program
director, Professor Rachel Arnow-Richman, in whose absence it has been my pleasure to serve as interim director
during this past semester.
  
We welcome your interest in the Workplace Law Program at the Sturm College of Law. If you have questions about
our program, please don't hesitate to contact us.
       
Nantiya Ruan
Interim Program Director & Lawyering Process Professor

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Program Highlights

Deputy Secretary Seth Harris visits Denver Law 
The Workplace Law Program hosted U.S. Department of Labor Deputy Secretary Seth Harris on September 27,
2011. Mr. Harris began the day with a breakfast reception with over sixty attendees — local attorneys, business
people and government officials gathered with the WPL faculty and students to hear Mr. Harris discuss hot-button
issues in labor and employment law. He next spoke at length with students participating in the law school’s Civil
Litigation Clinic, which is currently representing clients suing in employment discrimination and wage theft
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cases. In a formal address, delivered at a luncheon attended by law school faculty and WPL students, Mr. Harris
detailed Administration views of the current labor market and laid out components of President Obama’s
proposed American Jobs Act. Seth Harris is the second participant in the Workplace Law Program’s Keynote
Speaker Series. Professor Samuel Estreicher, of New York University Law School, inaugurated the series in 2010. 

Semester-In-Practice Externship debuts to great reviews 
A new addition to the list of externship positions Workplace Law Program students may participate in is the
“Semester-In-Practice,” an intensive placement in the offices of a local employment law attorney. “It has been the
most rewarding experience I’ve had in law school,” reports third-year student Alex Smith. “I find it similar to learning
a language, where one only truly becomes fluent when one is immersed in the language.” The Semester-In-
Practice was developed by Director of Externships Ann Vessels in collaboration with attorneys Doris Truhlar,
JD'80, and Robert Truhlar, JD'81, of Truhlar and Truhlar, LLP. 

Clinic students continue representation of employees in discrimination case
Working under the supervision of Assistant Professor Raja Raghunath, students in the Civil Litigation Clinic
are representing employees of a meat packing plant in Greeley, Colorado, who are intervenors in a Title VII/Section
1981 case filed by the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) on behalf of Somali workers at
JBS Swift. The case is based on claims of religious and race-based discrimination. Students Jennifer Wadhwa
and Dan Snare have described their clinic experiences relating to this case, and the EEOC has also released a
statement on their actions.  
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Faculty Highlights

The misapplication of class action rules to collective action wage claims
Professor Nantiya Ruan ’s paper, “The Second-Class Class Action: How Courts Thwart Wage Rights by
Misapplying Class Action Rules,” co-authored with Colorado Law Professor Scott Moss, will appear in a
forthcoming edition of American University Law Review. Courts apply to wage rights cases an aggressive scrutiny
that not only disadvantages low-wage workers, but is fundamentally incorrect on the law.  Professors Ruan and
Moss counsel courts to presumptively allow wage collective actions whenever workers at the same employer press
the same statutory claims and also that defendants should bear the burden of challenging collective actions under
the federal civil rules.

“A Brilliant Solution to the Problem of Unemployment” 
Writing in Jotwell: The Journal of Things We Like (Lots), Anne Marie Lofaso, associate dean at West Virginia,
praised Denver Law Professor Rachel Arnow-Richman ’s “Just Notice: Re-Reforming Employment at
Will,” (UCLA Law Review 1, 1010). Arnow-Richman’s paper, Dean Lofaso maintains, is a paradigm changer that
“has opened  the door through which all of us must now peer” by arguing that employers should be obliged to
support job transition and re-employment in an economy where termination for economic reasons is common and
often devastating to the workers affected. The article, according to Jotwell Editor-in-Chief A. Michael Froomkin, “has
been identified by Anne Marie Lafoso as one of the best works of recent scholarship in worklaw.”

Educating Tomorrow’s Lawyers: knowledge, practice and professionalism
Professor Roberto Corrada’s Labor Relations Law course is featured as an examplar of innovative teaching
on the Educating Tomorrow’s Lawyers (ETL) website. The class, taught and developed since 1995,
analogizes the classroom to the workplace by allowing students to organize and elect a union to represent them in
negotiation with the professor over terms and conditions of the course. Sturm College of Law Dean Martin Katz
says the course “embodies the integration of knowledge, practice and professionalism stressed by the ETL
initiative. Roberto’s class is a great demonstration of Sturm College of Law’s commitment to producing practice-
ready lawyers through skills-based, hands-on learning.”
  
Denver Law and the movement to transform legal education
Marty Katz, dean of the Sturm College of Law and a member of the WPL faculty, is a founding member of the
executive committee for Educating Tomorrow’s Lawyers (ETL) and served on the organization’s steering
committee in its formative months. Partnering with a consortium of law schools, of which Denver Law is a
member, ETL aspires “to align legal education with the needs of an evolving profession by providing a supported
platform for shared learning, experimentation, ongoing measurement and collective implementation.” According to
William Sullivan, lead author of the Carnegie Foundation report Educating Lawyers and director of ETL, the project
will “produce lawyers who are better prepared for practice in the contemporary world.” Dean Katz has written
that “powerful forces are driving law schools toward reform.”  These factors include law firms’ desire for “new
lawyers who are ready to provide value to their clients” and the pressure on law schools “to provide value to their
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students.” 
  
Tejanos and slavery in the Colonial Americas
At the LatCrit XVI Conference, held in early October in San Diego, Professor Beto Juárez presented his
paper, Tenjanos and Slavery, on a panel examining “Histories of Slavery and Colonialism in the Americas.”
Juárez’s work looks at the history of slavery in Texas from the Spanish colonial era through the Civil War.
  
Associate Dean Catherine Smith wins Dukeminier Award
Catherine Smith, Denver Law’s associate dean of institutional diversity and inclusiveness and a member of the
Workplace Law Program faculty, received the prestigious Dukeminier Award for her article, “Equal Protection
for Children of Gay and Lesbian Parents: Challenging the Three Pillars of Exclusion –
Legitimacy, Dual-Gender Parenting, and Biology,” (Law & Inequality, 307, 2010). The award, named in
memory of longtime UCLA law faculty member Jesse J. Dukeminier, recognized “the Best Sexual and Gender
Identity Law Review Articles of 2010.”
  
How Does U.S. anti-discrimination law apply to Muslim-Americans?  
Assistant Professor Raja Raghunath addressed the East-West Center’s 2011 Senior Journalists Seminar in
August, speaking about U.S. anti-discrimination law and the treatment of Muslim-Americans under these laws.
Journalists from Afghanistan, India, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Pakistan and the Philippines arrived at the Sturm
College of Law on August 23, 2011, at the tail-end of a 22-day tour of Washington, D.C., New York and Denver.
The seminar’s theme was “Bridging Gaps Between the United States and the Muslim World.”
  
 

 

         
University of Denver Sturm College of Law
Workplace Law Program
2255 E. Evans Ave., 465B
Denver, CO 80208-0600

   E-mail: rwagner@law.du.edu
   Direct: 303.871.6761
   Fax: 303.871.6001
   www.law.du.edu/workplace-law

University of Denver
2199 S. University Blvd.

Denver, CO 80208
To unsubscribe from all emails, click here

To manage which emails you receive from us, please login to your account at alumni.du.edu/login 
or contact us at 1-800-871-3822
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